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“I  see  them  when  they’re  relaxed. 
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1  know  what  they’re  reaUy  interested  in.” 

,  N  ' 

Biiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii^ 


BOOKS/May,  1968  3 

Herbert  Marcuse:  Connection 

i 

Between  the  Good,  Bad,  and 
The  Beautiful  Is  Imperialism  ! 

"‘Herbert  Marcuse’s  insights  into  the  nature  of  our  man-made  reality  cleave  you  to  the 
marrow.  He  is  brave  enough  to  say  what  we  knew  in  our  hearts,  that  much  of  that 
reality  is  smoke,  and  to  hint  that  we  need  not  wander  in  that  smoke  always.” 

— Emile  Capouya* 

“To  attack  machines  in  today’s  America  is  to  cop  out  of  trying  to  make  future 
America  beautiful.  You  know  who  the  real  prophet  of  all  this  was?  Herbert  Marcuse* 
We  love  him.  He’s  the  most  l»eautiful  man  in  America  today.  He’s  the  only  political 
scientist  in  America  today  who  knows  what  an  orgasm  is.” 

— BOOKS/January  ’67* 


( The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  a  talk  by  Herbert  Marcuse  early  this  month 
at  New  York  University.  “I  do  not  advocate  violence.  No  one  has  to  advocate  violence 
since  the  world  is  promulgated  with  it.  Even  non-violence  seems  to  lead  to  violence * 
We  must  approach  the  concept  of  a  new  science — not  that  the  prevailing  science  is 
too  rational ,  but  that  it  is  not  rational  enough.  We  need  a  science  in  service  of 
libei'ation.” )  £ 


Mark  Lane 
Takes  on  CBS 

“CBS  doesn't  dictate  to  us,  and  we 
don’t  dictate  to  them,”  says  a  spokesman 
for  CBS'  publishing  arm,  Holt,  Rinehart, 
Winston,  about  Mark  Lane’s  attack  in 
his  new  Holt  book,  "A  Citizen’s  Dis¬ 
sent,”  on  CBS  television’s  analysis  last 
year  of  the  Warren  Commission  report 
on  President  Kennedy’s  murder.  “CBS 
was  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  book  and 
did  not  try  to  censor  it  in  any  way,” 
said  a  Holt  spokesman.  A  CBS  corpo¬ 
rate  public  relations  officer  told  BOOKS 
that  the  corporation  would  have  no  com¬ 
ment.  A  CBS  News  executive  was  not 
available  for  comment.  Lane’s  summary: 
“The  CBS  series  provided  as  reliable  a 
view  of  the  issues  as  would  a  glance  at. 
the  visible  portion  of  an  iceberg  reveal 
its  true  mass  and  shape  to  an  inexperi¬ 
enced  observer  .  .  .  [for  example]  ,  .  . 
CBS  had  a  rifle  test  conducted  by  an 
expert,  Col.  Jim  Crossman,  which  proved 
that  Oswald  could  not  have  been  the 
lone  assassin.  CBS  refused  to  broadcast 
any  information  about  the  test  and  its 
results.” 

Will  Three 
Paperbackers  Merge? 

Lyle  Stuart,  the  publisher,  says  that 
he  and  Wall  Street  associates  are  de¬ 
veloping  a  financial  plan  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  and  merging  of-  the  paperback 
companies  Avon,  Pocket  Books,  and 
New  American  Library.  "We  have  reason 
to  believe  that  all  three  can  be  pur¬ 
chased,"  Mr.  Stuart  told  BOOKS. 

Comments  by  spokesmen  of  the  three 
paperbackers : 

Pocket  Books:  "It’s  absurd.  A  com¬ 
plete  —  and  I  don’t  even  know  what  to 


call  it.  Completely  and  totally  false.” 
New  American  Library:  [He  laughed] 
“That’s  my  answer.”  Avon:  "To  the  best 
of  my  knowledge,  and  to  the  best  of 
the  knowledge  of  everyone  with  whom 
I’ve  been  in  contact,  it  seems  like  an 
unlikely  idea.” 

Mrs.  King  Signs 
Book  Contract 

Mrs.  Martin  Luther  King  will  write 
for  publication  by  Holt,  Rinehart,  Wins¬ 
ton  next  Spring  an  account  of  her  life 
with  her  late  husband.  Variety,  the  show 
biz  newspaper,  reported  that  Mrs.  King’s 
contract  called  for  a  payment  of  $500,- 
000.  A  Holt  spokesman  told  BOOKS 
that  the  figure  “is  not  accurate,  unreal, 
way  off  base.”  Mrs.  King  requested 
Droke  House  and  Grosset  &  Dunlap  to 
cease  publication  and  distribution  of  her 
husband’s  speeches  because  they  are  not 
in  the  public  domain. 

Herman  Wouk’s 
Next  Novel 

Herman  Wouk's  next  novel  is  about 
World  War  Two.  He’s  been  working  on 
it  for  several  years  in  the  Library  of 
Congress.  It  may  be  completed  next 
year.  His  agent  is  reportedly  asking 
$1,000,000  for  it  ...  In  line  with  his 
position  that  he  should  be  associated 
principally  with  blacks,  LeRoi  Jones  has 
changed  literary  agents,  from  Sterling 
Lord  to  Ronald  Hobbes,  a  black.  Two 
books  by  Jones,  a  collection  of  poetry 
and  a  collection  of  plays,  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  .  simultaneously  next  year  by 
Bobbs-Merrill  .  .  .  The  same  movie  mo¬ 
gul  seems  to  be  the  thinly-disguised  sub¬ 
ject  of  two  upcoming  novels,  Herbert 
Kastle’s  “The  Movie  Maker"  for  Bernard 
Geis  (Dell  paid  nearly  $200,000  for  pa¬ 
perback  rights)  and  Harold  Robbins’ 
work- in-progress  for  Simon  &  Schuster. 


By  HERBERT  MARCUSE 

I  wish  first  to  comment  on  an  article 
which  I  read  on  the  plane  coming  here. 
The  headline  of  the  article  was  "Grave¬ 
diggers  of  Academic  Freedom,"  mean¬ 
ing  not  the  police,  but  the  students  of 
Columbia  University.  I  want  to  soy  that 
if  they  are  the  gravediggers  of  academic 
freedom — if  it  is  academic  freedom  to 
propagate  or  justify  the  war  in  Vietnam, 
if  it  is  'academic  freedom  to  propagate 
racist  policies — then  I  can  only  wish 
that  these  students  would  be  the  grave¬ 
diggers  of  academic  freedom  and  that 
they  would  do  a  quick  and  a  thorough 
job. 

What  is  wrong  with  our  present  cul¬ 
ture?  One  should  assume  that  this  is 
a  rhetorical  question.  One  should  assume 
that  the  connection  has  now  become  ob¬ 
vious  between  the  internal  colonialism 
and  the  global  colonialism  that  this  so¬ 
ciety  practices,  the  connection  between 
the  “democracy”  here  and  the  fascist 
and  military  dictatorships  throughout 
the  free  world,  the  connection  between 


the  long  series  of  unpublished  murders 
of  black  people  in  the  United  States  and 
the  war  crimes  and  cries  against  hu¬ 
manity  in  Vietnam,  the  connection 
finally  between  the  sustained  prosperity 
in  America  and  the  sustained  misery  and 
poverty  in  its  ghettos.  t 

If  you  want  a  term  which  I  think 
indicates  this  connection,  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  good  old  term  imperialism. 
is  still  valid  and  we  should  not  become 
too  allergic  against  it.  We  should  call 
things  by  their  name. 

Imperialism  means  intensified  and  ex¬ 
tended  exploitation.  In  this  imperialistic 
orbit  the  ghettos  at  home  are  objectively 
linked  to  Vietnam.  How? 

As  before  in  history  the  most  de¬ 
prived,  the  most  oppressed  classes  ap¬ 
pear  as  forces  of  rebellion  now  and 
perhaps  revolution.  These  most  op¬ 
pressed  and  most  deprived  classes  arc 
today  the  non-white  peoples  in  the 
metropoles.  They  must  be  checked  not 
to  endanger  the  system  as  a  whole. 
(continued  on  page  eleven) 


EXCLUSIVE:  Why  Rockefeller  Is  Running  for 


(For  whom  the  belles  lettres  toll?  The  correspondence 
below  was  secured  as  BOOKS/May  went  to  press.  Mr. 
Cenedella’s  first  letter  to  Governor  Rockefeller  and  the 
Rockefeller  office’s  letter  to  Mr.  Cenedella  were  written 
in  late  April.) 


Governor  Nelson  Rockefeller 

22  West  55th  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10019 

Dear  Governor  Rockefeller:  Aside  from  the  political 
anguish  you  caused  me  and  millions  of  other  Americans 
by  your  announcement  last  week,  I  was,  in  addition,  per¬ 
sonally  inconvenienced  by  your  withdrawal. 

I  had  just  printed  1000  dart  boards  of  you  to  add 
to  my  line,  which  includes  Lyndon  Johnson,  Richard  Nixon 
and  other  serious  candidates.  I  am  shocked  that  you 
did  not  give  me  enough  warning  to  cancel  the  order.  I 
am  therefore  enclosing  a  bill  for  the  expenses  I  incurred 
by  your  inconsiderate  action. 

It  has  been  rumored  that  you  still  are  a  candidate 
and  do  plan  to  run  later  via  a  draft  or  what  have  you. 
If  this  is  in  fact  true,  I  would  be  willing  to  cancel  this 
invoice  providing  you  let  me  know  the  date  you  plan  to 
re-enter  the  race  officially,  giving  me  ample  time  to  get 
the  dart  boards  packaged  and  distributed. 

Invoice  3  33456 

1000  16x16  coated  stock  (half  tone 

Nelson  Rockefeller)  .  $100.00 

Retouching  of  original  photograph....  20.00 
200  Completed  dart  boards  die  cut, 
assembled,  packaged,  with  101 
English  dart  and  individually 
packed  in  poly-snap  bags  as  per 
sample  . 260.00 


Total  .  $380.00 

Note  that  only  two  hundred  boards  were  actually 
completed  as  I  was  able  on  the  day  of  your  incredible 
announcement  to  stop  full  production  at  a  great  incon¬ 
venience  to  me  and  the  factory,  (no  charge) 


Of  course,  I  will  be  glad  to  ship  you  the  200  com¬ 
pleted  boards  at  no  extra  cost  upon  receipt  of  payment. 

I  personally  hope  that  you  do  enter  the  race  for 
the  good  of  the  country  and  the  Republican  Party  and 
for  my  own  convenience. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Robert  Cenedella 
OGGI  Products 


Mr.  Robert  Cenedella,  Oggi  Products,  Inc. 

61  East  Eleventh  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10003 

Dear  Mr.  Cenedella:  On  behalf  of  Governor  Nelson 
A.  Rockefeller,  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  March  29,  1968,  to  Governor  Rockefeller. 

In  your  letter  you  stated  that  you  had  completed, 
prior  to  the  Governor’s  announcement  that  he  would  not 
actively  seek  the  Republican  Presidential  nomination, 
two  hundred  dart  boards  with  Governor  Rockefeller’s 
picture  printed  in  the  place  of  usual  scoring  lines.  You 
then  declared  that  the  Governor  owed  you  $380  as  re¬ 
imbursement  for  the  expenses  you  incurred  in  producing 
the  two  hundred  dart  boards. 

Your  claim  for  $380  has  no  legal  basis.  The  Governor 
owed  you  no  advance  notice  that  he  was  not  going  to 
become  an  active  candidate.  Your  assumption  that  he 
was  going  to  become  an  active  candidate  was  done  at 
yoUr  own  risk.  I  am  sure,  upon  reflection,  that  you  will 
realize  that  if  the  law  were  to  allow  claims  such  as  yours, 
social  chaos  would  result. 

Malcolm  MacKay 
30  Rockefeller  Plaza,  N.Y.,  N.Y.  10020 


The  following  letter  was  dictated  by  Mr.  Cenedella  on 
the  morning  of  April  30: 

Dear  Mr.  MacKay: 

I  have  before  me  your  response  to  my  letter.  You 
shall  be  hearing  from  my  lawyer  by  week’s  end. 

Sincerely, 
Robert  Cenedella 


President 

The  next  morning’s  newspaper  headlines  included  the. 
following: 

Rocky 
Changes 
Mind, 

Announces 
for  GOP 
Presidential 
Race 

Dear  Mr.  MacKay: 

...  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  governor  has  decided 
to  run  for  President  as  an  alternative  for  paying  for  the 
dart  boards,  I  respectfully  ask  that  you  disregard  any 
correspondence  from  my  lawyer  ...  I  am  .  .  .  very  happy 
for  the  country  and  for  myself  that  the  governor  has 
decided  to  run.  I  only  wish  that  his  reason  had  been 
more  honorable.  I  hardly  think  $380.00  sufficient  reason 
to  run  for  the  Presidency. 

Sincerely, 
Robert  Cenedella 


(Mr.  Cenedella  reports  that  in  the  National  Hostility 
Dart  Board  Poll  Robert  F.  Kennedy  has  replaced  Presi¬ 
dent  Johnson  as  the  politician  at  whose  image  the  most 
people  with  $3.98  would  like  to  throw  darts.  There  was 
an  overnight  transference  of  hate  when  LBJ  withdrew, 
as  an  active  candidate.  The  Castro  dart  board  sells  well 
in  Florida.  The  Ho  Chi  Minh  board  is  the  least  popular, 
therefore  Ho  is  the  ?nost  popular.)  , 
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omputer  lechnology  u\ 


An  interview  without  quotation  marks 
with  30-year-ol<l  computer  consultant- 
technology  critic  Theodor  H.  Nelson, 
who  has  100,000  tile  cards  at  home  in 
Manhattan.  Stanley  Kubrick’s  “Sparta^ 
cus”  is  his  favorite  motion  picture  “of 
all  tune": 


Things  seem  to  be  in  ferment  in  pub¬ 
lishing  and  allied  fields.  Everyone  is 
paying  lip  service  to  “new  media"  and 
“the  information  revolution,"  and  dra¬ 
matic  corporate  announcements  seem 
to  indicate  progress. 

While  I  think  progress  is  likely,  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  now  occurring  in 
publishing. 

New  phrases  are  being  bandied  about, 
with  little  convergence  of  the  intended 
meanings.  Corporate  antics  seem  to  be 
contrived  for  the  greatest  intimation  of 
progress  on  the  least  possible  budget; 
various  press  releases  and  executive  pro¬ 
nouncements  are  symptoms  of  confu¬ 
sion,  and  deepen  the  confusion. 

The  worst  thing  about  this  is,  in  my 
view,  that  there  is  nothing  particularly 
technical  or  hard  to  understand  about 
the  heart  of  the  matter,  and  the  con¬ 
tinuing  myth  of  this  technicality  is  very 
much  in  everybody's  way.  Things  are 
basically  very  simple,  but  that  is  cur¬ 
rently  a  secret. 

A  number  of  things  are  being  pack¬ 
aged  for  the  revamping  of  society,  par¬ 
ticularly  under  the  titles  of  computer- 
assisted  instruction  (CAI)  and  informa¬ 
tion  retrieval  (IR).  We  are  assured 
that  these  are  far  beyond  the  layman — 
perhaps  he  could  get  the  idea,  but  never 
create  materials  for  such  a  system  — 
and  hence  the  exclusive  province  of 
professionals  who  must  apply  the  prop¬ 
er  scientific  techniques  to  their  con¬ 
struction. 

In  the  case  of  computer-assisted  in¬ 
struction,  these  techniques  are  the  pro¬ 
gramming  of  bite-sized  presentations 
under  the  guidance  of  mathematical 
theories  of  learning;  in  the  case  of  in¬ 
formation  retrieval,  the  creation  of 
coded  data  bases,  and  coded  languages 
for  interrogating  them  at  the  computer 
keyboard. 

This  is  misdirected. 

While  the  technicalities  are  real,  their 
application  is  pseudo-technical;  the  sem¬ 
blance  of  exactitude  rests  on  question¬ 
able  principles  and  unexamined  prem¬ 
ises.  If  lay  persons  were  to  turn  their 
imaginations  toward  the  better  .use  of 
the  same  equipment,  they  would  prob¬ 
ably  do  better  than  the  specialists. 
(There  are  early  indications  that  IR 
and  CAI  don’t  work  very  well,  but  that 
will  take  a  long  time  to  become  clear.) 

Unfortunately,  for  purely  social  rea¬ 
sons,  cultivated  and  literary  people  are 
disposed  to  keep  away  from  the  com¬ 
puter.  "The  computer”  has  become  the 
scapegoat  of  our  modern  psychoanalytic 
humanism, —  since  the  “warm  and  hu¬ 
man"  has  been  elevated  above  all,  a 
villain  had  to  be  found  who  was  neither 
warm  nor  human  and  on  whom  could 
be  blamed  everything  we  didn't  like. 

(This  villain  used  to  be  "bureaucracy," 
but  the  increasing  prevalence  of  people 
paying  lip  service  to  the  warm-and-hu- 
man  in  both  scholastic  and  social  work 
establishments  has  made  no  criticism 
of  “bureaucracy”  inopportune.) 

Thus  the  cultivated  and  literary  have 
no  opportunity  to  realize  the  beauty 
and  potential  of  the  machines  which 
are  being  put  to  such  tedium  and  fruit¬ 
less  occupations. 

The  simple  truth,  which  any  child  in¬ 
stantly  understands,  is  that  computers 
are  the  ideal  repository  of  the  written 
word,  and  computer  displays  are  the 
perfect  means  of  showing  them. 

My  prediction  is  that  ordinary  writ¬ 
ing,  or  simple  sequence  of  words,  will 
be  supplanted  by  hypertexts  —  multi¬ 


dimensional  structures  of  written  words, 
to  be  read  at  a  display  screen.  Com¬ 
puters  should  not  decide  things  for  us, 
nor  obtrude  on  the  handling  of  thoughts 
and  ideas.  People  will  handle  the 
thoughts  and  ideas,  and  computers  will 
be  the  fast-action  bookshelves  of  to¬ 
morrow. 

Writing  is  perhaps  the  highest  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  human  mind,  the  task  of 
conceptual  unification  and  presentation; 
and  the  supremacy  of  the  written  word 
will  endure.  But  rather  than  being  ar¬ 
ranged  in  simple  sequences,  the  new 
pages  and  paragraphs  will  swiftly  re¬ 
place  each  other  on  a  screen,  at  the 
choice  of  the  reader  and  at  his  pace. 
The  student  reading  such  a  hypertext 
will  be  in  control,  rather  than  paced 
by  some  pedestrian  scheme  for  rote 
drill. 

In  a  famous  article  in  1945,  Vannevar 
Bush  predicted  that  intellectual  endeav¬ 
ors  of  the  future  would  take  place  at 
display  screens,  where  we  would  write, 
gather,  annotate,  file  and  interweave 
textual  sections  into  forms  of  writing. 
This  article  is  paid  homage  in  the  field 
of  information  retrieval,  but  its  con¬ 
tents  are  forgotten,  banished  by  accla- 
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mation.  Few  people  remember  or  are 
working  toward  this  goal.  But  it  is  the 
right  one. 

I  see  the  texts  of  the  future  as  grand 
anthologies  with  countless  footnotes 
and  summary  materials,  cross-threaded 
by  author  and  other  annotated  coup¬ 
lings  —  following  topics,  points  of  view, 

ADVERTISEMENT 


counterarguments,  turns  of  mind.  “Pe¬ 
riodically’'  these  will  be  given  shape  by 
some  editorial  process.  Everything  in 
such  a  text  will  be  available  to  .your 
display  screen.  It  will  be  like  going 
through  a  museum  or  art  show;  you 
will  be  able  to  move  in  different  direc¬ 
tions  rather  than  merely  to  read  in  a 
straight  line. 

The  design  of  screen  layouts  and  sys¬ 
tems  for  handling  texts  is  the  hard 
part.  An  especially  difficult  case,  fun¬ 
damental  to  the  larger  systems,  is  the 
construction  of  useful  workspaces  to 
work  with  and  file  your  own  writings. 
A  system  now  being  built  at  Brown 
University,  based  on  a  design  I  call 
XANADU,  will  permit  the  user  three 
windows  into  different  parts  of  his  file 
on  a  single  screen.  He  may  make  tenta¬ 
tive  changes  in  his  texts,  and  keep  al¬ 
ternative  drafts  in  case  he  decides 
against  certain  modifications.  He  will 
even  be  able  to  back  up  to  any  earlier 
stage  of  the  manuscript  and  dismiss 
changes  he  has  made  that  he  decides  he 
doesn’t  like. 

New  designs  are  needed  that  will 
make  things  clear  -and  comprehensible. 
Consider  Stretchtext,  a  design  for  use 
in  secondary  schools  —  the  hypertext 
in  which  it  is  impossible  to  get  lost. 
The  reader  has  two  throttles.  The  first 
carries  him  forward  or  back  in  the  text, 
which  slides  appropriately  up  or  down 
the  screen  (appearing  at  the  bottom  and 
disappearing  at  the  top,  or  vice  versa). 
The  second  throttle  causes  the  text  to 
become  more  or  less  detailed.  Pushing 
forward  on  the  throttle  causes  the 
words  arid  phrases  to  separate  on  the 
screen,  with  new  words  and  phrases— 
more  detail  —  popping  into  the  gaps. 

(The  author,  of  course,  has  the  addi¬ 
tional  problem  of  deciding  the  magnifi¬ 
cation  at  which  each  detail  will  appear 
and  disappear,  but  this  may  not  be  as 
hard  as  it  sounds.  Rather  than  deciding 
whether  anything  is  in  or  out,  he  de¬ 
cides  what  level  of  detail  to  assign  it.) 

Prestidigitaiive  publishing  —  the  tel¬ 
egraphing  of  the  written  word  to  your 
own  console,  for  a  small  price  —  will 
for  most  purposes  supplant  the  physical 
possession  of  books.  And  the  hyperbooks 
will  be  interwoven,  with  optional  mar¬ 
ginal  and  corroborative  detail,  cross- 
linking  to  other  texts  and  so  on.  Au¬ 
thorship,  layout  and  prose  style  will  be 
very  much  a  part  of  such  systems. 

Publishers  are  not  about  to  think  of 
any  of  this.  They’re  having  enough 
trouble  with  the  simple  conversion  to 
computer  storage  of  manuscripts  and 
automatic  typesetting  —  a  comparative¬ 
ly  trivial  matter,  if  you  build  a  satis¬ 
factory  display-screen  text-editing  con¬ 
sole,  with  sufficiently  rich  facilities. 
But  not  even  this  has  been  done  yet. 

ADVERTISEMENT 


The  way  to  keep  up  is  to  be  ahead 


(Start  with  the  "other"  man's  ignorance  —  not  his  knowledge.) 

Groove  with  “War  and  Peace  In  the  Global  Village,"  by  Marshall  McLuhan  and  Quentin  Fiore — 
now  scheduled  for  September-  I  publication  by  Bantam  Books  (paperback)  and  McGraw-Hill 
(hardcover). 

"With  the  advent  of  an  electric  information  environment,  all  the  territorial  aims  and  objectives 
of  business  and  politics'  tended  to  become  illusory.  By  now  Communism  is  something  that  lies 
more  than  a  century  behind  us,  and  we  are  deep  into  the  age  of  tribal  involvement." 


"What  is  the  outrage  that  authority  has  committed  against  its  children?  Marshall  McLuhan  may 
have  the  best  answer.  It  has  placed  them  in  a  revolutionary  new  environment  which  was  bound  in¬ 
evitably  to  condition  them  to  think  and  to  see  their  world  and  their  places  in  it  in  ways  that 
persons  bred  by  the  old  environment  could  not  begin  to  comprehend.  But  the  old  breed,  jealous  of 
the  old  vision  that  worked  so  well  for  them,  still  man  the  institutions  .  .  ." — Russell  Baker,  The 
New  York  Times.  -  - 
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